“1 was punched and kicked in

By RON FANFAIR
Based on the overwhelming
success of a 15-year program
that provides Black and Aborig-
_inal students in the Greater To-
ronto Area with early exposure
to the health sciences, educa-
tor Harold Brathwaite is advo-
caling for a sirnilar initiative na-
“tionwide,
The University of Toronto’s
. Faculty of Medicine and the To-
-ronto District School Board col-
.laborated with the Association
“for the Advancement of Blacks
ini the Health Sciences (AABHS)
to start the pilot project in 1994
‘because of a deep concern
“about the lack of minorities in
. the health professions and oth-
-er professional facuities at the
-« U of T. First Nations students
“joined the program in 1997,
- Almost 99 per cent of the
. participants have enrolled in
. colleges and universities, and
. many have gone on to become
-1 successful professionals in
"+ fields ranging from naturopathy
-1 and occupational therapy to op-

~ tometry, law and financtal con-

i stilting. :
“This proglam can have a
-; successful impact across the

E
§ couniry,” Brathwaite, Canada’s
I

first Black director of education, .

said he picked up the youth and
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said in his keynote speech at last
Saturday night’s graduation cer-
emony for this year’s partici-
-pants. “Imagine if we can get
schools across the province and
universities to build on this initi-

--ative. What this confirms is that
_appropriate intervention, advo-

‘This year's University of Toronto summer mentorship scholarship program winners,

cacy and mentorship do work
and it suggests that there are
many young people out there
who, if they can benefit from
such a program;, would obvious-
ly add to the number of students
who have been successful in our
commumty :
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Photo by Ron Fanfair -

“We needto get some more
schools participating and also -
universities that need to get the -
message that programs like the
U of T surmmer mentorship pro- |
gram for minorities mustbe re- |
garded as integrative programs

See GRADUATES Pg. 17 |
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CONTINUED FROM Pg. §
and not exira projects. These are part of what building
communities is all about and part of the outreach pro-
gram of the university. In fact, when we do this, we make
our students feel that they belong. We are making young
people citizens who are privately happy and publicly use-
ful”

Brathwaite, a former director of education with the Peel
District School Board and the execulive director of the
Retired Teac¢hers of Ontario, congratulated this year’s
graduates and encouraged them to become mentors and
advocates of the program.

“You are special,” the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund
(Canada) chair told the young people. “You give us your
time in the sumemer when you could have been working
for a few bucks at McDonalds or Tim Horton’s. From
those of you who have been blessed with this opporiu-
nity, much is expected... Nothing is more convincing than
a young person going back to their school and talking
about the experience, Make sure that your experience is
known to others.”

“The month-long program in July provides students with

a hlgh-schooi co-op_credit and thie opporlunity to ‘reach
. magirnum Iévels of academic achievernent, Students from
 four school boards are assigned to hospitals and provided
with opportunities to interact with graduates and studenis
m health care programs.

““The surmnmer mentorship program i is designed to pro-
“vide a focus for students with both an interést and aptitude
for the sciences and particularly for those who otherwise
would not have the mentorship opportunilies available,”
explained summer mentorship program chair, Diana Alli,
who is also the senior officer for Student Services, Com-

jL raunity Pannershlps and Student Life at the U of T.
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“The intention is to establish mentoring relationships
to keep the flames of inquiry and aspiration burning in-
tensely, and to provide adequate counseling to ensure
that all the milestones on the long road to medicine, in

7L particular, and other fields in the health sciences are un-
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couraged become mentors

"F( derstood and met.”

Toronto District School Board student, Wallis Edwards,
said the program enabled hier to develop an understand-
ing of the university application process and the possi-
bility of attending university has become more realistic,

“Five months ago, being a medical doctor seemed to
be an unrealistic goal for me,” she said, “Now if's a con-
crete goal.  have direction and 1 know how to set goals for
myself. T know I am much more prepared for university.” -

Program participants are also exposed to Problem
Based Learning and Anatomy Demonstrations and Self
Directed Learning. Students were assigned a research
project on a health science topic which they defended
and on which they were judged. The top four were pre-
sented with prizes last Saturday. They were Marcella
Cooper, Monique Francois, Amanda Mukwedeya and
Melissa Patania.

The other graduates were Sandra Atfuwa, Oluwatobi
Aina, Diya Basil, Sherane Bayne, Varun Bideshi, Kwaku
Boahen, Victoria De Pencier, Wallis Edwards, Farhia Farah,
Amanda Gonsalves, Sashney Gordon, Baligis Hashiruy,

Sarah Kalombola, Jessa Letargo, Odane McKenzie, Danait .

Mehreteab, Cowther Musse, Effie Opoku, Valerie Osei,

Deyvi Polo Gruesso, Hana Qorwrah and Tyler Ranvﬂl_e -
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